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Â  A classic developmental skills text for intermediate to advanced students of English,

Understanding and Using English Grammar is a comprehensive reference grammar as well as a

stimulating and teachable classroom text. Â  While keeping the same basic approach and material

as in earlier editions, theÂ Fourth Edition more fully develops communicative and interactive

language-learning activities. Some of the new features are:  Innovative warm-up exercises that

precede the grammar charts and introduce points to be taught Structure-based listening exercises

ranging from casual speech to academic content Academic readings that highlight the targeted

grammar structures Greatly expanded speaking practice with extensive pair, group and class work

Corpus-informed syllabus that reflects the discourse patterns of spoken and written English Audio

CDs and listening script in the back of the Student Book  The program components include the

Student Book (Full Edition and Volume A and Volume B), Workbook (Full Edition and Volume A and

Volume B), Chartbook, Teacher&#39;s Guide, and Test Bank.Â Click on "Course-Specific

Resources" on the left for more details. Â    For an online workbook, see  Understanding and Using

English Grammar Interactive.Â 
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This book is a comprehensive reference grammar/workbook for non-native speakers of English. If

you are trying to choose between Azar's grammar books, the "Blue" book is intended for

intermediate to advanced students, while the "Black" book is for beginning to intermediate and the

"Red" for raw beginners. A grammar outline from the "Blue" book is also available without



exercises.The book is divided into chapters covering notorious grammar points, including: verb

tenses, modals, passive voice, gerunds and infinitives, singular and plural, adjective clauses, noun

clauses, connecting expressions, and conditional sentences. There are also appendices covering

terminology, question formation, negation, articles, phrasal verbs, and error correction. On average,

each chapter has 15-20 articles covering a single grammar point or contrast in detail. Atypical article

starts with a grammar description, which is usually presented in the form of a diagram or chart,

supported with several examples and explanations. Then follow several exercises, which mostly

require the reader to write in the correct form of the word, although oral exercises are common, and

there are occasional editing exercises.The book's strength is the clarity of its grammatical

explanations, and Azar's simplified diagrams of verb tenses are now standard in many ESL

classrooms. Students who crave grammar instruction will adore this book. They like to read the

grammatical descriptions, and they get a sense of accomplishment from filling in all the blanks. But

will this really improve their grammar? If a student is completely unaware of how a grammatical rule

works, then this book will go a long way towards making the rule clear.
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